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THE MONHY MANIA. 





UNION battle-flag at Gettysburgh, waving in the 

gloom and glare of a terrific night-engagement, was 
repeatedly shot down. As often as it fell the staff was spliced 
and held aloft again. Tinally it lodged without the breast- 
work. The Confederates had watched it with eager, covet- 
ous gaze. A sergeant, lying in their ranks not far in ad- 
vance of the spot where it fell, resolved to secure the trophy 
at any cost. Rising and running toward the banner, he 
passed across the death-swept slope unharmed; but as he 
neared the prize and reached forth to seize it, the color- 
guard rose from the intrenchments and fired. HE FELL 
DEAD, HIS HAND JUST TOUCHING THE FLAG! Risking all 
upon the venture, he had lost, perishing in the very mo- 
ment of apparent victory. 

The reckless folly and unhappy fate of those who imperil 
every thing in the pursuit of riches are strikingly illustrated 
in this incident. In the hazardous race for wealth thon- 
sands are staking health, life, character, domestic enjoy- 
ments, and all their interests, in time and eternity. After 
sacrificing these, many find their efforts ending in failure, 
despair, and death. The few who for a while succeed, only 
come face to face with the harassing and perplexing ques- 
tion of old: ‘ What shall it profit a man if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul ?” 

The search for wealth and the possession of it alike are 
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girt with peril. To seek money and yet not love it; to 
get riches honestly, and not fix the heart upon them 
to be diligent in business and at the same time fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord; to enjoy and rightly use 
the legitimate results of financial skill and energy, with- 
‘ out being either stingy or extravagant; how difficult a 
task this is, let them say who have faithfully tried to ac- 
complish it. 

Is there time, in the present restless, busy, money-mak- 
ing age, to glance at some of the outgrowths and tendencies 
of the love of gain? a passion which, though world-wide 
in its scope, exhibits its rankest phases and fruitage in our 
own land. 

The nation is consumed by a frenzied desire for gold. 
Multitudes, old and young, have scarcely a hope or ambi- 
tion beyond the sudden acquisition of great wealth. The 
Americans are putting their best life and strength into their 
efforts to get rich. Here and there may be found a man 
whose consecration to higher objects in life is so perfect 
that he has “no time to make money ;” but the rarity of 
such a character renders him the phenomenon of the age. 
The attention of the generation which he serves is drawn 
toward him for an hour, as though he belonged to another 
planet, and then eyes, head, and heart are absorbed anew 
in the quest for gain. Is it in vain to call a halt in this 
race? to sound a note of warning in the ear of our young 
men and women? to ask, whither are we tending? what 
are the results born of this endless, toilful, desperate strug- 
gle for riches ? 

Mammon is the well-chosen Scripture word represent- 
ing the god of wealth. Literally signifying “any thing 
in which one confides or believes,” it is fittingly used to 
designate gold as the object upon which the affections and 
faith of multitudes are fixed. Those who trust in uncer- 
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tain riches are not merely the followers, but the votaries, 
the worshipers of mammon. He is their all in all, their god. 
Covetousness is, therefore, rightly called ¢dolatry. Hence 
the difficulty that hinders the salvation of those who, at 
any risk or sacrifice, determine to be rich. They must be 
cured of idol-worship before they can enter heaven. To 
be rich, we are told, is an estate of danger. The desire 
for riches pierces the heart with many sorrows. He who 
came toseek and save the lost declares a miracle of divine 
power necessary in order that a rich man may be saved. 
More obstacles seem to be in his pathway than in any 
other. 

The very worst crimes interposed no peculiar barrier in 
the way of guilty men and women who sought the Saviour 
while he was upon the earth. When, however, the rich 
young ruler, of irreproachable reputation and lovable 
character, comes to Ohrisf with eagerness and apparent 
sincerity, asking the way to eternal life, we behold him 
halting at the terms laid down and going away sorrowful, 
“for he had great possessions.” He loved these more than 
he loved the Master. His riches were a greater impedi- 
ment in his path to heaven than public and profligate 
transgressions. | 

The Lord over and over again, with varied illustration 
and solemn emphasis, bids his followers take heed and 
beware of covetousness. ‘“ Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” ‘The one service shuts out the other from the 
heart. “ The cares of this world and the deceitfulness of 
riches,” are the thorns that choke the word of life, and it 
becometh unfruitful, “ How hardly,” he says, “shall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom of heaven.” It is 
possible for them to be brought in, for “with God all 
things are possible,” even the salvation of the rich. The 
mightiest display of the power of divine grace is pre- 
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sented as taking place when a lover of money is saved 
from the worship of gold and the service of self, and, with 
all his possessions, is brought in complete consecration 
to the feet of the Redeemer. 


THE OUTGROWTHS 


of this uncurbed greed of riches are to be noted on every 
hand. They are manifested not merely in the vortexes of 
society, or in the centers of commerce, but in village and 
country through all the land, in ways and occupations 
numberless, legal and illegal. A vast fortune is the object 
of eager, burning desire on the part of a great multitude 
which no man can number. What sacrifices are made, 
what labors performed, what crimes committed, at the 
bidding of this master-passion of the soul! To get wealth 
the business man almost divorces himself from wife 
and children, scarcely taking time to eat and sleep under 
the same roof with them; hoping, vainly in most cases, 
after a while to have an opportunity to enjoy his home and 
become acquainted with his family. Day and night, per- 
haps even on the Sabbath, he applies himself with unceas- 
ing zeal to his wasting task, until softening of the brain, 
or a broken heart, or paralysis strikes him into the grave, 
or renders him a tottering imbecile, with wrecked ambi- 
tions, blighted hopes, and prostrated life-powers. 

The love of money is the mainspring of the iniquitous 
traffic in drink, fevering the blood, crazing the brain, in- 
flaming the passions, demonizing the whole man. It lies 
at the foundation of the trade in obscene publications, as 
vile and reeking with putrescent filth as though they had 
been scooped out of the very sewers of hell. For gain the 
gambler, the burglar, and the assassin ply their precarious 
livelihoods, and women sell themselves to a life of shame. 
To obtain riches is frequently an essential object in matri- 
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monial alliances. There are those who descend to the 
meanest of all ways of amassing wealth—they seek to 
marry a fortune ! 

The frequent use of the word embezzlement in public 
prints of late represents one phase of demoralization bred 
by this lust for lucre. The integrity of a man possessed 
by this passion becomes an easy prey to temptation. Not 
only are the usual shrewd and mean practices and tricks 
of trade carried on; but, in the hope of suddenly becoming 
rich, and with the intention, perhaps, of repaying at an 
early day, trust funds are fraudulently misapplied. Pecu- 
lation and speculation mark his course to ruin. Whence 
the mania for investments in oil, that bewildered the sober 
judgment of many during the war? Whence the wild 
enterprises of joint-stock companies, the flourishing gift 
and luttery schemes, and the insane proceedings that occur 
so frequently in the various boards and exchanges in our 
commercial cities? Whence comes the stench of bribery 
and corruption that arises from the political arena, where 
men sell their votes, their honor, themselves, for gold ? 

These are but a few instances, out of many that present 
themselves on all sides, of the eager haste to be rich that char- 
acterizes the era in which we live. Even our educational 
interests are more or less affected by this state of things. 
Young men, too generally, are overanxious to begin a 
course of money-seeking at the earliest possible age, with 
but meager, if any, mental discipline. If they do consent 
to spend a little time in the cultivation of the mind, how 
often the aim is to obtain, not culture, or high intellectual 
training, or accurate scholarship; but what is called a 
practical education—that is, one that will bring in an 
almost immediate financial return for their jabor. They 
are unwilling to make an investment of money, time, 
and toil, even in developing their intellects and acquiring 
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knowledge, unless they can count up their gains therefrom 
in dollars and cents! But we have not the space to pur- 
sue further this fruitful branch of our theme. 


THE TENDENCIES 


of this craving for opulence claim consideration. It is a 
passion that is not exhausted like others by excesses in 
youth or over-taxation in age. The pursuit of wealth be- 
gets an insatiable desire for more. The ambition to be 
rich does not die when other ambitions are blighted, nor 
loosen its grasp as the weight of increasing years bows 
the frame and relaxes the strength. It still brings forth 
fruit in old age. The avaricious man becomes more 
grasping as he grows older. ‘ He that loveth silver shall 
not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance 
with increase,” 

Where is the man in pursuit or in possession of riches 
who will say, “I have enough; my hopes are fulfilled ; 
the ambitions of my youth are satisfied.” There are, at 
every stage in the race, greater fortunes to be made, larger 
gains to be won. ‘The modest sum which in early life was 
regarded as an ample estate is found in a few years to be 
far below the demands of the soul. The love of money 
grows with what it feeds upon, until it becomes all-ab- 


sorbing and voracious, consuming the very life of its. 


victim, 
“Tt glows; it flames; it never says, Enough— 
More is more fuel—’till the shriveled soul, 
Alive but wrapped in cerements of death, 
Breathes out itself upon that funeral pyre.” 

While thus remorseless and engrossing in its demands, 
it is at the same time uéterly unsatisfying. Only one 
out of ten (according to accurate statistics) who engage in 
this struggle for riches becomes wealthy. The other 1 nine 
disastrously fail. 
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Those who obtain vast possessions are unhappy, unless 
at the same time they are “rich in good works,” and “ rich 
toward God.” <A reputed millionaire said not long ago to 
a friend who congratulated him on his success: “ I was 
happier when I earned a dollar a day as a laborer. Then 
I had no harassing cares. I could sleep at night and enjoy 
the society of my family. Now I have no rest. Business 
absorbs my thoughts and life. I am in constant and per- 
plexing anxiety.” Soon afterward the man of wealth 
suddenly died—smitten with disease of the brain. The 
man who looks to his wealth to satisfy his soul is hewing 
out for himself “ broken cisterns that can hold no water.” 
Girard, with his immense fortune, was notably unhappy. 
Nathan Rothschild lived in constant dread of assassina- 
tion, sleeping with loaded pistols under his pillow, and 
armed servants within call. Riches multiply sorrows and 
toilful cares, bringing “ temptations and snares and many 
foolish and hurtful lusts.” 

Nothing is more uncertain and unsatisfying than the 
hopes based upon earthly possessions, which may in a 
moment take unto themselves wings and fly away. In the 
morning of life, before the eyes of the runners in this race 
the mirage glitters with brilliant and enticing visions along 
the horizon’s edge; but, at the evening hour of famish- 
ment and fatigue, the grateful shade and inviting streams 
all disappear. Their splendors were printed only on the 
fading cloud, and in the season of extremest need they 
have vanished. . 

The word miser illustrates the tantalizing nature of the 
pursuit of wealth. The ancients noted the hard lines and 
greedy, famished look in the face of the stingy man; 
they beheld his barren, cheerless existence and unhappy 
end, and to him they applied the name mzser. He, they 
said, is the miser-able man. All other forms of wretched- 


10 Tie Money MANTA. 


ness shall be graded and known by their resemblance to 
this condition of misery. 

The pursuit of gain, unchecked and misdirected, sears 
and. deadens the tenderest feelings of the soul. No other. 
passion so withers and blights the affections, or develops 
such a selfish and cruel forgetfulness of the claims and 
needs of the suffering and the poor. The sympathies that 
were intended to bind the world into one family are turned 
to stone; the heart becomes an arid waste, “ greedy as 
the sea and barren as the shore.” The eye is blinded to 
the wretchedness of the needy; the ear closed against the 
appeal of the destitute ; the soul hardened to resist all the 
cries of pain and want. 

The sterile granite rock, making no return for what it 
receives, eagerly drinking in the gentle and constant min- 
istries of the sunshine, air, and rain, but giving forth no 
sweet odor, or exhalation of moisture, or green blade, or 
fragrant blossom, is a faithful image of the life that is 
marked by crafty barrenness and greed. How many of 
those who have wealth take note of the needs, and en- 
deavor to lighten the burden of penury? <A few dollars 
would rescue a street waif from his horrible associations ; 
would inspirit deserving men and women dying in hun- 
ger and want; would save precious lives that are now 
being crushed out by hopeless, galling poverty, and its 
accompaniments of disease and crime. For want of money 
our asylums, hospitals, benevolent societies, and workers 
among the poor, are furced to narrow their aims and 
plans, and refuse aid to multitudes who are in deepest 
suffering. 

The nations of the earth are ready to receive the Gospel. 
Doors are opening in every land. Over none of them is 
written as of yore, “ Ye may not enter here.” The fields 
are white unto the harvest. Hosts of devoted laborers are 
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offering themselves for mission work in foreign lands, but, 
for lack of means wherewith to send and support them, 
their services are refused, 

How many fortunes have been made by devouring 
widows’ houses, and grinding the faces of the poor? Each 
disaster or blunder in business is carefully noted. Under 
the guise of friendship, loans at exorbitant rates are made 
upon coveted property, which, by foreclosure and sale in a 
time of helpless embarrassment for the debtor, is obtained 
for a fraction of its value.- Go with me into the mansion 
of the perpetrator of such cruelties, and behold the spoils 
wrested from the hands of the poor. ‘This costly painting 
represents the earnings of a widow, placed in the hands 
of this man for safe keeping; that statue was purchased 
with an orphan’s patrimony; and yon service of plate, 
with money gained by the forced sale of the property of 
a rising business’ man, whose losses ruined him. The 
elegant furniture was bought with bonds wrongfully with- 
held by the so-called owner of this wealth from his own 
brother. 

As we stand there amid riches and luxury, there seem 
to be marks of blood and tears all around! The cries and 
moans of those who have been defrauded and destroyed 
rise up on every side. And men boast of such deeds as 
shrewd business transactions, or try to excuse them by 
the plea that every man must look after his own interests. 
They fear not God, neither regard man. They glory in 
their shame. The common impulses of humanity are often 
destroyed from the heart that is occupied with the search 
for gold. The orphan’s imploring hand ; the widow's fall- 
ing tears; the anguish of those who are dying in starva- 
tion and age; the claims of the toil-worn seamstress; the 
needs of a world lying in darkness and the shadow of 
death : all fail to attract the attention, or enlist the sym- 
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pathies, or stir the conscience of men and women whose 
hearts are seared by the love of riches. 

Even during the life-struggle of the nation a few years 
ago there were thousands who were moved by no higher 
impulse than the greed of gain. An imperiled govern- 
ment; a great people rising up in defense of its liberties ; 
a nation in mourning for its dead; a land drenched in 
blood and bathed in tears; they beheld in this awful spec- 
tacle only an opportunity to make money! They made 
traffic of the nation’s needs, and sought to enrich them- 
selves by coining her very life-blood into gold. As prowl- 
ers upon the battle-field come forth in the darkness to rifle 
the bodies of the wounded and slain, so these human _ hy- 
enas sought to prey upon and plunder the prostrate form 
of their bleeding country. Nowhere else may we find 
instances of such remorseless and engrossing selfishness as 
in the history of those who, at any cost, are seeking 

“Gold, gold, gold, gold, 
Bright and yellow, hard and cold.” 

This passion is one of the most deceitful of those that 
infest the heart. Hiding away under various disguises, it 
would cloak its infamies under the excuse of diligence, 
frugality, prudence, laying up for a rainy day, the duty 
of providing for one’s own household, ete. Other sinners 
plead guilty, but how rarely does the miser or spendthrift 
confess his crime. Men and women whose lives are marked 
by close-fisted greed, delude themselves by the imagina- 
tion that they are, nevertheless, maintaining a consistent 
Christian profession. No other plainly-denounced and 
heinous crime is borne with as is this crying offense. It 
is the last sin to be acknowledged to one’s self—the last to 
be confessed before man and God. 

The race for wealth often involves a reckless and wicked 
waste of money. Whether gold is hoarded, or squandered 
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in riotous living, the principle of action is the same: the 
property that ought to be used in doing good is employed 
entirely for self. ' 

Luxurious displays, dress and adornments, and need- 
lessly expensive habits of living, are instances in point. 
Young people are not willing to begin at the foot of the 
ladder, as their parents did, and, by honest industry and 
careful economy, make their money before they spend it. 
- They would start in the style, and with the equipage of the 
wealthy. Men are often goaded into ruinous expendi- 
tures by ambitious wives or extravagant daughters, who 
desire to surpass the lavish parade of their neighbors. Vast 
sums are put into jewelry, parties, furniture, watering-place 
expenses, and foreign tours, that ought to have been in- 
vested in the payment of debts, or made the foundation of 
a permanently prosperous business, or filled up the needy 
treasury of the Lord’s house. 

This course, once begun, is seldom stopped short of 
bankruptcy or suicide. To start at this entravagant rate 
is like getting into the rapids of Niagara, or becoming 
engulfed in the swift-rushing, wrathful circles of a whirl- 
pool. The victims become fairly insane in their eager- 
ness to obtain a sudden fortune. Rushing heedlessly into 
all sorts of speculations, violating the plainest principles 
of business, assuming tremendous financial risks and obli- 
gations, they do not usually awake to their situation until 
they are upon the brink, or have fallen into the pit of 
destruction. 

In the early days of gold-hunting in California fights 
and murders were common at the gambling-tables. Before 
the blood had been wiped up or the victim removed, the 
cards would be shuffled again, and a voice would be heard : 
“The game is making up, gentlemen. Who'll take an- 
other hand?” So, in the gaming operation of brokers’ 
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boards, the desperate schemes to control the market in 
wheat, or gold, or “ Erie;” the attempts to “ bull,” or ex- 
pand the price of one stock, and “bear,” or reduce the 
value of another; while multitudes are utterly ruined, 
the unfortunates are trampled under foot or hustled out of 
the way, and the heartless cry sounds forth, ‘“‘ Who'll take 
another hand?” 

The panic and failures of 1873 were but the natural 
result of extravagance and folly. As a nation, we were 
living on borrowed capital, mortgaging our future re- 
sources to satisfy artificial and prodigal desires, and esti- 
mating every thing at fictitious and inflated values. Zhere 
had to be a day of reckoning. Happy will we be if the 
lesson lasts during the life of even one generation. 

The race for wealth involves ofttimes the ruin of chil- 
dren. This is one of the saddest and most demoralizing 
features in the facts we have been noting. Brought up in 
luxury and idleness; arrayed from infancy in costly, 
showy apparel; taught to despise labor and look down 
with contempt upon the laborer ; they grow up with profuse 
tastes and habits, regarding wealth as the one thing need- 
ful, and a rich marriage as an indispensable part of their life- 
plans. Many breathe, in the very atmosphere in which they 
live, a love of indolence and dissipation, and an unlimited 
supply of spending money paves their way to destruction. 
Those alone who earn money usually know the value of 
it. An inherited fortune is, in the majority of cases, the 
sure forerunner of ruin. 

Many parents hold before their offspring an wnjust 
standard of character. Men are measured by their 
riches. These cover a multitude of sins: ignorance, boor- 
ishness, drunkenness, even uncleanness and the lowest 
vices. In common language people are “ worth” as much - 
as they possess. 
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These aresome of the pernicious tendencies that endan- 
ger the character and happiness of those engaged in the 
search for riches. Will the young men and women who 
are brought face to face with these truths abandon them- 
selves to a course of godless and baneful money-seeking ? 
Opportunities such as never kindled the hopes or fired the 
ambition of man are placed before you: will you relin- 
quish them all for the sake of gold ? 

A field, such as never in all the past gladdened mortal 
eye, invites you to enter and work. Our broad and beau- 
tiful continent is to be made the home of the highest type 
of devout and cultured manhood and womanhood. What 
privileges abound here to achieve usefulness and honor, 
and imitate the example of Him “ who went about doing 
good.” 

A thousand pressing claims and piteous cries press in 
upon the soul as we ask, “ What shall I do?” The bound- 
aries of science are to be enlarged; systems of education 
are to be perfected; children are to be trained ; politics 
is to be purified and literature advanced ; the poor, the 
insane, and the criminal masses of our population are to be 
elevated and properly cared for ; the Gospel is to be spread 
through the earth, the whole world lifted into the smile 
of God and the favor of heaven! Will you turn from 
these and a hundred other fields of doing and getting good, 
to spend your life in drawing a muck-rake through the mire — 
in search of paltry lucre ? 

To have riches, or to seek them, is not wrong in dtself. 
Wealth, honorably obtained and wisely used, is the source 
of invaluable blessings to man; but dishonestly made, 
meanly hoarded, or extravagantly wasted, it is one of the 
greatest curses that can befall a human being. The ten- 
dencies and temptations that beset the seeker of money 
are so full of peril and treachery, that multitudes of those 
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who devote themselves to the getting of pelf are drowned 
in perdition. 

Wealth, if secured, brings to its owner weighty responsi- 
bilities. Well may the man who has money and sees his 
brother in need ponder the solemn words of Scripture : 
“To him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to 
him it is sin.” How shall the prosperous and the rich 
fulfill their obligations and escape the dangers that threaten 
them? By consecrating themselves and their possessions 
to the service of Christ, and using their means, as stewards 
of his bounty, in doing good. “If riches increase set not 
your heart upon them.” Keep the soul fresh and tender 
by kindness to the poor, incessant prayer, and constant, 
but judicious, giving. Gauge your gifts by the goodness 
of God, the love of Christ, who gave himself for you, and 
the needs of the destitute and deserving. And in all your 
life, “Remember the words of the Lord J esus, how he 
said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 


THE END. 








